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Baker’s girls
ready for
Spurs test

B FOOTEALL HAMPSTEAD Women
FC caused one of the upsets of the sea-
son when they beat Haringey Borough
in the FA London Senior Women’s
Cup.

Their reward is a tie against Totten-
ham Hotspur January 17. The winners
will meet Arsenal, the nine-time con-
secutive Premiership champions and
European Cup winners.

Up against opponents from four
divisions higherand onlytwo divisions
below the women’s Premier League,
Hampstead won 21 in extra time,

The team had nine players out of 16
in the Team GB open squad at the 18th
Maccabiah where women’s football
was hosted for the first time. Captain
Ellie Bard and attacking midfielder
Kate Freeman played key roles in the
cup win along with Fmma Wragg who
dropped out of the Maccabiah squad.

Manager John Baker said: “] am so
proud of the girls. There is such a tre-
mendous team spirit. Theyare playing
beautiful, fast and dynamic passing
football, at a level well beyond our
league ranking suggests possible. But
thisisexactlywhy they say that the cup
brings such romance,
¢ “I’s a chance for the ljttle team to
prove themselves on the big stage, and
that’s exactly what we’ve done here
today. Our Head Coach, Ian Gannon
needs to take a lot of the credit, howev-
er. There are only a few women’s clubs
in the country that can boast an UEFA-
A pro-licence coach, and we are Tucky
to have him here”
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Benitez woe

+ CONTINUED FROM BACK

,.wickets, butfail when the going gets
tough. And this time, the buck does stop
with Benitez. As Graeme Souness, the
former Liverpool manager pointed out,
he has had five years tomould his team,
S0 cannotcontinue hiding behind the
skirts of a fractious board,

Also, itwas his decision to replace
the hugely influential Xabi Alonso with
aplayerwhoarrived injured: Alberto
Aquilani of ASRoma, £20m and yettobe
seen. Losing Alonso was a blow; but he
had already been alienated by Benitez’s

spursuitof Gareth Barry ayear previous-
1. Never forget thatif Barry’s deal had
gone through Alonso would have been
ajuventus player12 months earlier.
Benitez was certainly willing to sell,

This week brings Manchester United
and, after defeatby Lyons, a gooddeal
of whistling to keep spirits up. ftis said

that thurs o v boobe oo
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SOUTHGATE HARMEN A 3
REDBRIDGE JEWISH CARE B 3

% SOUTHGATE HARMEN manager
Dan Uzan believes his team showed
championship quality after they twice
came from behind to earn a 3-3 draw
against Division One promotion rivals
Redbridge Jewish Care B.

Having seen his newly-promoted
team shoot to the top of the table just
months after winning the Division

LIONS LATE SHOW

# Alate strike from Daniel Stanton
lifted Londen Lions back o second

Two title, Uzan was delighted with his
team’s spirit and quality in a match
theyrecovered a 0-2 and 1-3 deficit.

“We showed good character to come
back from conceding,” said Uzan.
“We’ve more than matched a good
side so I think we can aim to win the
league.”

Harmen had the better of the open-
ing exchanges with striker Ben Mur-
rell, hitting the bar with a crashing
drive from 25 yards.

However, it was Kanolik who opened
the scoring, after receiving a pass from

SEVEN HEAVEN

B Manchester Maccabi 1st eased into
the third rovved af ol ve. .. 1 .
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